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know the games you play with him on the sly. But I do know,
and I'm not afraid to say so/'

"My mistress died, even though she had borne a son,"
Heart's Delight said. "What chance have I against you?"

This made Golden Lotus wild. Her face, which was already
red, became redder. She ran forward, caught Heart's Delight
by the hair, and thumped her in the belly. Fortunately, Madam
Han was there to separate them. Golden Lotus went on curs-
ing. "You shameless strumpet! You husband-stealer! We have
been neglected long enough, and now you try to get our
husband away from us. What are you doing here at all? Even
if you are Lai Wang's wife come to life again, I'm not afraid
of you."

' Heart's Delight cried. She put her hair straight. "I have
not been long in this household," she said. "I flon't know
anything about Lai Wang's wife. I only know I came here

as a nurse."

"If you are a nurse, you should behave as a nurse," Golden
Lotus said. "Why do you set the whole place at sixes and
sevens like a disturbing spirit? I know what I'm about, and
I'll'see you don't get away with it."

Tower of Jade came from the inner court. "Sister," she
said, "I asked you to play chess with me. Why didn't you
come? What is the matter?" She pulled Golden Lotus away
to her own room.

When they had sat down, she asked Golden Lotus what
was wrong. The woman was now calmer. Plum Blossom
brought them tea.

"See!" Golden Lotus said. "That strumpet has made my
hands quite cold. I can't lift my cup. I was in my room,
making a pattern for my shoes, when your maid came for me.
I told her I was going to lie down and rest a while before I
came. I lay on the bed, but did not go to sleep. Plum Blossom
was washing my skirt, and I told her she might as well wash
my foot-binders too. A few moments later, I heard a great
to-do, and found that Chrysanthemum had gone to borrow
a dolly-pin, and the woman wouldn't lend it to her. She said
we had had it the other day, and she wasn't going to lend it
to us again because she was washing his Lordship's clothes.
That annoyed me, and I told Plum Blossom to go and curse